
WELCOME TO THE BACKGROUND SURVEY!

Thank you for agreeing to participate in our survey.

There are four sections to the survey. Each section will take about 5 minutes to complete. The first
section asks about your activities & interests. The second section asks you to tell us what you think
about school. The third section asks you to tell us about your family relationships. And, the last
section, asks about you and your background. The information we collect from you will be
confidential and stored securely. 

The research findings may be published, presented publicly, or used in future research. De-
identified data may be shared with our research partners (The Digital Media and Learning Initiative,
as funded by the MacArthur Foundation).

If you're ready, just click on the Next button at the bottom of the page to start the survey.
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Activities & Interests

Background survey - CLRN (v2)

1. Are you being interviewed about:

Fan Fiction

Fashion

Ravelry

Starcraft

WWE

2. At which of these locations do you regularly (at least once/ week) use the Internet? Check all that apply.

Communal space in your home, such as living room or kitchen

Your bedroom/dorm room

Classroom

School library or computer lab

Other library

Afterschool or summer program

Work

At a friend's house/dorm room

Family member's house

Coffee house/Internet cafe

Community Center

Outside or on the go (using wireless)

 Never Sometimes Often

A desktop or laptop
computer

A cell phone, without
Internet access

A handheld device
(including smartphones)
that connects to the
Internet

A gaming device

3. Looking at the following list of items, please indicate how often in the last week you used each of the
following:
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 Never Sometimes Often

Email

Texting

Online messaging or
chat

Sharing status updates

Video or voice chatting
online

Sharing links or
forwarding information or
media

Playing video games

Creating music or
playlists

Blogging

Other (please specify)

4. People interact with FAMILY through a variety of online methods. How often would you say you interact
with your FAMILY by:
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 Never Sometimes Often

Email

Texting

Online messaging or
chat

Sharing status updates

Video or voice chatting
online

Sharing links or
forwarding information or
media

Playing video games

Creating music or
playlists

Blogging

Other (please specify)

5. People interact with FRIENDS through a variety of online methods. How often would you say you
interact with your FRIENDS by:

6. What are some of your favorite television shows, movies, and artists?

7. What are some of your favorite websites or online communities?

8. What are some of your favorite video games?
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Activity/ Organization 1

Activity/ Organization 2

Activity/ Organization 3

9. We would like to know about the activities that you have participated in on a regular basis over the
course of the last 2 YEARS. 

Indicate name(s) of Activity/Organization(s).

You do not need to fill out all the rows.

 Organization type

How long have you
been/were you

involved?
Average Weekly/Monthly

Time Commitment

Activity/
Organization
1

Activity/
Organization
2

Activity/
Organization
3

Other (please specify)

10. For each of the Activity/Organization(s) you have entered above, indicate its organization type, how long
have you been/were you involved, and average weekly time commitment.

11. Of the above, which interest, group, or activity are you most into right now?
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School
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12. Are you currently in school?*

Yes

No
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School
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13. What type of school are you currently attending?

Homeschool

Junior high or middle school

High school

Trade or vocational school

College or university

Graduate or professional school

 Strongly agree Agree Undecided Disagree Strongly disagree

I think the subjects are
interesting and
challenging

I get a feeling of
satisfaction from doing
what I’m supposed to do
in class

I think the subjects are
uninteresting and
unchallenging

I feel unsatisfied doing
what I'm supposed to in
class

Education is important
for getting a job later

It’s a place to meet my
friends

I play on a team or
belong to a club

My teachers expect me
to succeed

My parents expect me to
succeed

14. How much do you agree or disagree with the following statements about why you go to school? I go to
school because...
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 Mostly A’s
A’s and

B’s Mostly B’s
B’s and

C’s Mostly C’s
C’s and

D’s Mostly D’s
D’s and

F’s

My school
does not

give
grades

Math/ Science and related
subjects

English and related
subjects

Art and related subjects

15. How would you describe the grades you received on your last report card?
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Family
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16. Are you currently living with your parents?*

Yes

No
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Family
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17. Do your parents restrict your time with computers, video games, and mobile phones?

Yes

No

Other (please specify)

18. What reasons do your parents give for limiting your time with computers, video games, and mobile
phones? Please check all that apply.

My parents don't try to limit my time with computers, video games, and mobile phones.

It's bad for my eyesight, posture, or fitness.

It takes away time from my homework.

It takes away time from friends or family.

It's not always safe, because of online bullying and sexual predators.

People may find out too much information about me.

It's a waste of time.

I'm addicted.

19. Overall, about how often do you and your parents/guardians disagree or fight about things?

Never or almost never

Sometimes

Often

Very often
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 Strongly agree Agree
Neither agree nor

disagree Disagree Strongly disagree

How much time you
should spend watching
TV

How much time you
should spend on the
computer

Whether or not to buy
you things you want

20. Do you and your parents/guardians agree or disagree about the following topics?
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Demographics
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ZIP:

Email Address:

21. Contact Information

22. In what year were you born? (enter 4-digit birth year; for example, 1976)

23. Were you born in the country you currently live in?

Yes

No

I don't know

24. Was your mother (or guardian) born in the same country as you?

Yes

No

I don't know

25. Was your father (or second guardian, if applicable) born in the same country as you?

Yes

No

I don't know
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Other (please specify)

26. Please select one or more of the following choices to best describe your race (CHECK ALL THAT
APPLY)

White

Black/African-American

Hispanic/Latino

Asian

Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander

American Indian or Alaska Native

27. Did you grow up speaking English at home?

Yes

No

28. If no, what language did you speak at home?

Other (please specify)

29. Who lives in the same house as you (check all that apply)?

Father

Other male guardian (stepfather or foster father)

Mother

Other female guardian (stepmother or foster mother)

Brother(s) (including step- or half-)

Sister(s) (including step- or half-)

Grandparent(s)

Other relative(s) (children or adults)

Non-relative(s) (children or adults)

30. What is the highest level of education that your parents have completed?

Some high school or less

Completed high school or GED

Some college

Bachelors degree

Graduate degree
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You have reached the end of the survey. 

Remember to click DONE to complete the survey.

Thanks very much for your time!

End of Survey
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